
From: Johanna Holecy
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2025 11:12 AM
To: Planning - Info - Shr <Planning@portsmouthnh.gov>
Cc: Lily Glenn; Derek Durbin; Meme Wheeler; Mackenzie Jenkins

Subject: 636 Middle Road Comments for Board of Adjustment Meeting 121625

Johanna Holecy
636 Middle Road
Portsmouth, NH  03801

December 15, 2025

To the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Representatives of The Chase Home,

I am writing as an abutter to Chase Home property regarding the proposal for 
construction of a new building on the site. I want to begin by acknowledging both the 
organization’s need for an updated facility and the importance of ensuring that 
programming for the youth continues without interruption. I also want to thank Chase 
Home for being consistently communicative throughout this process, including providing 
timely notices of abutter meetings and maintaining open lines of dialogue with neighbors. 
Your transparency and consideration are genuinely appreciated.

As I review the current proposal, I would like to respectfully raise a question about the 
decision to site the new building in a different location on the property rather than within 
or near the footprint of the existing structure. I understand that keeping programming 
onsite during construction is a priority. However, I would encourage further exploration 
of temporary off-site accommodation for the youth, which could potentially allow the 
existing building to be taken down first so the new facility could be built in its place.

Constructing the new building in a different area of the property—rather than using the 
original footprint—has several long-term implications for the neighborhood. A relocated 
building may create ongoing disruption and alter the established spatial relationship 
between the Chase Home and abutting residences. Situating the building closer to 
neighboring properties would reduce the privacy currently experienced by both nearby 
residents and the youth living at the Chase Home. The existing building’s location has 
long served to buffer activity and preserve mutual space; a shift in that placement could 
produce lasting changes that remain long after construction is complete.

I therefore respectfully inquire whether the proposed alternative location offers 
meaningful advantages over rebuilding on the original footprint, and whether those 
benefits outweigh the long-term neighborhood impacts. If temporary relocation of youth 
programming would allow for construction on the current building’s site—with minimal 
interruption to services—it may provide a more balanced solution that supports the Chase 
Home’s mission while also protecting the character and privacy of the surrounding 
community.



Thank you again for your continued engagement with abutters and for your 
thoughtful stewardship of this important project. I appreciate the opportunity to 
share these perspectives and look forward to ongoing dialogue as the planning 
process moves ahead.

Sincerely,

Johanna Holecy
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